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&% Snmks of Cbambus 89

F or a Jew, interaction with the physical world involves sifting out
the sparks of goodness hidden within physicality (known as_the
process of birurim, or “refinement”), without becoming enticed and
drawn in by physicality. Our daily interaction with the world is thus.
a form of “war” against the superficial, profane appearance of the
world, in an attempt to “conquer” it for the side of holiness.

Some parts of this world, however, are simply too low to be
“conquered” or spiritually refined, since their non-Godly venéer is
too thick. Such things should be avoided by a Jew, as there is no.
chance of a successful conquest. .

‘Kaftorites against them....Now, you are permitted to take [the land o

How then are these parts of the world to be refined?
Rashi teaches us: “The Jewish people were unable to take the lan
fof the Avim] away from th'em’—because the Avim were’ to
spiritually-debased for the Jewish people to refine—"So, | brought.th

the Avim] from' [the Kaftorites] possession” (Sée Classic Questions). ;
In other words, w! hen the  Jewish people follow God's will, the no
Jewish world will assist in the task of global spiritual refinement; by
preparing parts of the world for a spiritual conquest—parts that the
JeW|sh people:cannot elevate directly.
; (Based on Sn:has Shabbos Parshas Devarim 5 -
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